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tremendous sacrifices to make the world 
a safer place for all people. It is doing 
so in defense of the values that define the 
Canadian nation and that unite our two 
peoples. 

As I told the Prime Minister, we will 
work together with Canada in a thorough 

and timely investigation to determine ex-
actly how yesterday’s tragedy in Afghanistan 
occurred. We will draw every possible les-
son from what happened and do everything 
we can to protect coalition forces engaged 
in this vitally important mission. 

Statement on House of Representative Action on Tax Relief Legislation 
April 18, 2002 

I commend the House for its bipartisan 
passage of legislation to make permanent 
last year’s tax relief. Tax relief is right for 
America, and it has been right for our 
economy. Taxpayers need to know they can 

count on continued lower tax rates as they 
plan and invest for the future. I urge the 
Senate to act on this measure because fail-
ure to do so would penalize every American 
who pays Federal income taxes. 

Statement on Senate Action on Legislation To Strengthen Border Security 
and Urging Action on Immigration Legislation 
April 18, 2002 

Improving our Nation’s border security 
is vital to protecting Americans from future 
terrorist attacks. I commend the Senate for 
passing legislation that strengthens border 
security and gives our law enforcement offi-
cials additional tools to secure our home-
land. I look forward to Congress sending 
me this important legislation as soon as 
possible so that I can sign it into law. 

I also continue to urge Congress to act 
to strengthen families and make America 

more welcoming. Congress should pass a 
temporary extension under 245(i) so that 
immigrants eligible to become legal resi-
dents will not be forced to leave the coun-
try and their families to have their immigra-
tion status resolved. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish version of this statement. 

Remarks at the National Fire and Emergency Services Dinner 
April 18, 2002 

The President. Thank you for that warm 
welcome. I’m honored to be your Presi-
dent, and I’m honored to be a proud back-
er of the Crawford Texas Volunteer Fire 

Department. [Laughter] Anybody here 
from—— 

Audience members. We love you, 
George! [Laughter] 
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The President. I was hoping somebody 
would be here from the Crawford Volun-
teer Fire Department. [Laughter] It’s a 
long drive from Crawford, but thanks for 
coming. [Laughter] 

This evening we pay a fitting tribute to 
our Nation’s first-responders, the men and 
women who answer America’s alarms. 
Yours is one of the highest callings in our 
country and one of the hardest. Your neigh-
borhoods depend on you and so does your 
country. And you’ve never let us down. 

It’s good to be here with Hal Bruno. 
This man was one of the finest names in 
TV journalism. You know him as a cham-
pion of fallen firefighters and a champion 
of their families. And as a lifelong volun-
teer, Hal, you have the respect of the peo-
ple in this room, and we thank you for 
your service. 

And America has come to know my 
friend, a steady and strong man, the man 
I picked to be the FEMA Director, Joe 
Allbaugh. I’m proud of—[applause]— 
there’s something reassuring about old Joe. 
[Laughter] It might be his haircut. [Laugh-
ter] But I know him well and trust him 
because he’s got a big heart. And as Hal 
just told me, I’m proud of the fact that 
he’s welcomed into any firehouse in Amer-
ica. 

And I give my thanks to a former volun-
teer fire chief, an eloquent former volun-
teer fire chief, the man who founded the 
Congressional Fire Services Caucus, my 
friend Congressman Curt Weldon. I want 
to thank Chief Dave Paulison for his will-
ingness to serve our country. 

I want to thank the Congressmen who 
are here, Steny Hoyer as well as Rob An-
drews. I understand that Senator Biden and 
Senator Sarbanes are to be here. They 
might be trying to pass some legislation 
right now—I hope. [Laughter] I’ve got a 
few suggestions in mind if they—[laugh-
ter]—if they’re interested. But I want to 
thank the Members of the Congress who 
are here. Thank you for taking time out 

of your evenings to be here and support 
this really important evening. 

I want to thank Chief Nigro, Chief 
Plaugher, and Chief Shaffer for their lead-
ership and for leading the Pledge of Alle-
giance. And I want to thank you all for 
being such fine Americans. 

This annual event recognizes more than 
a million Americans who accept the dif-
ficult and dangerous work of fighting fires. 
At this hour, across our country, career and 
volunteer firefighters are waiting for the 
next call and prepared for anything that 
might come. Every one of them knows the 
risk that may be only minutes away, and 
every firefighter has made a decision. It 
has been said that a firefighter’s first act 
of bravery is taking an oath to become a 
firefighter. 

We often read about surveys that ask 
Americans whom they trust and respect the 
most. In addition to their own family, one 
of the groups the young people of America 
most often name is the firefighters of our 
country—and rightly so. You defend us 
against humanity’s oldest enemy. 

In many ways, modern societies have 
gained control over fire. We have invented 
new methods of detecting fires and new 
practices to prevent them. Yet, we know 
there will always be fires, and someone will 
have to face the flames. America will always 
need the kind of people who do that work. 
There is no substitute for the raw courage 
of the firefighter. 

On September the 11th, the world saw 
once again the true meaning of heroism. 
Thousands of lives were saved from certain 
death by the courage of rescuers. Thou-
sands were killed in the attack on our coun-
try, but not one of the victims was aban-
doned. Undoubtedly, for many who died 
that terrible day, the last voice they heard 
was the voice of a rescuer. 

A woman who lost her daughter at the 
World Trade Center has written this: ‘‘We 
do not know what Ann’s final time on 
Earth was like. But one thing we do know; 
if she were conscious of being in a fire, 
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she would have known that somewhere 
firemen were looking for her, and if it were 
humanly possible, they would save her or 
give their lives trying. She learned that as 
a fireman’s daughter.’’ 

Another fireman’s daughter is here this 
evening, along with her three brothers and 
their mom, Rosalie. They are the family 
of Chief Ray Downey, who will always be 
remembered as one of the heroes of Sep-
tember the 11th. Those who knew him 
would tell him—tell you he was the bravest 
of the brave, a fireman’s fireman. And 
today I proudly signed legislation desig-
nating a post office in Deer Park, New 
York, as the Raymond M. Downey Post 
Office Building. 

It is our job to make sure that our coun-
try does not forget the sacrifices of that 
day and the valor of those who made them. 
We will remember all the innocent people 
who were murdered and the terrorist lead-
ers who sent the murderers. And we’ll re-
member our mission, to run down the ter-
rorists one by one and bring them to jus-
tice. 

I can’t imagine what went through their 
minds when they were plotting this horrible 
evil. You know, they must have thought 
America was so materialistic, so self-cen-
tered, so self-absorbed, so weak that all we 
were going to do was file a lawsuit. [Laugh-
ter] They found out we think a little dif-
ferent here in America. 

These people are nothing but cold-
blooded killers. And that’s exactly how 
we’re going to treat them. There is no 
cave—[applause]—there’s not a calendar on 
my desk that says, you know, you got to 
quit by this date. I’m patient; so is the 
American people. We’re united. You see, 
when it comes to defending that which we 
hold dear, we’re plenty tough, and we hold 
our freedoms dear. 

This is a different kind of war than we’re 
used to in America. The days after Sep-
tember the 11th, I told the American peo-
ple, and I’m telling them every chance I 
get, that this will be a war that will be 

fought on many fronts. Sometimes we’ll use 
our military; sometimes we’ll cut off their 
money; sometimes we’ll conduct operations 
that no one will see, except the enemy 
when we grab them. 

I want you to know we’re making good 
progress. But it’s going to take a long time. 
It’s going to take a lot longer than some 
of the calendar watchers would like. But 
that’s okay, because we’ve got the resolve. 
Much to the chagrin of the enemy, this 
Nation has the resolve and the desire and 
the will to do what it takes to defend our 
freedoms and to make sure our children 
and our grandchildren can grow up in a 
free and peaceful world. 

I sent up—I sent up a budget to Con-
gress that reflects the nature of the war 
we’re in. It’s a big increase, no question 
about it. It’s a $48 billion increase for our 
Armed Forces. It’s the largest increase in 
defense spending since Ronald Reagan. 
And it’s necessary. Here’s my attitude: If 
we put our soldiers in harm’s way, they 
deserve the best equipment; they deserve 
the best training; they deserve the best sup-
port possible from the United States of 
America. 

I’ve also made homeland security a pri-
ority in the budget, with $3.5 billion in 
proposed spending for our country’s first- 
responders. We must prepare our country 
for whatever emergency may come and 
commit new resources to train and equip-
ment our firefighters, our police, and EMS 
crews all around the country. 

You know, people oftentimes ask me 
what can they do to help fight in the war 
against terror. Firefighters answer that call 
every day. But there are other ways to fight 
in the war against terror as well. If you 
want to fight evil, do some good. If you 
want to join the war against terror, love 
your neighbor just like you’d like to be 
loved yourself. 

That’s why I’m calling on people to join 
the USA Freedom Corps, and one of the 
initiatives is to help our firefighters and 
police and EMS teams—have volunteers 
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support you all, have elderly help out in 
Neighborhood Watch. I mean, there are 
ways citizens can join in this war against 
terror. 

And there are other ways as well. If you 
mentor a child, you’re doing some good. 
If you say to a shut-in, ‘‘What can I do 
to help you out,’’ you’re doing some good. 
If you go to your church or synagogue or 
mosque and help people feed the hungry, 
you’re doing some good. And it’s the mil-
lions of acts of kindness and compassion 
which stand squarely in the face of evil. 

I am so proud—I am so proud of the 
way America has responded. You know, I 
think we’re beginning to defeat the old cul-
ture which said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go 
ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else.’’ You’ve lived 
the culture of personal responsibility, of 
being responsible for something greater 
than yourself. That’s what the firefighter 
does. And making the sacrifice and risking 
your life, you’re a part of a movement, of 
a culture that says, ‘‘It’s important to serve 
something greater.’’ 

That was best seen in Flight 93. It’s one 
of the moments that I’ll never forget— 
when brave men and women on a flight 
were told via telephone on the plane that 
America was under attack and they, them-
selves, had become a weapon. They said 

to their loved ones—they told their loved 
ones they loved them; they said a prayer; 
one guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll’’; and they drove 
an airplane in the ground, to serve some-
thing greater than themselves in life. 

Out of this evil will come incredible good 
in America. Out of the evil done to our 
country will come more peace in the world, 
a culture of personal responsibility, a will-
ingness to serve something greater than 
ourselves in life. The enemy thought they 
hit a weak nation, but instead they hit the 
greatest nation on the face of the Earth. 
And it is my honor to be the President 
of the greatest nation. 

Thank you all. May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:08 p.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Wash-
ington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Hal Bruno, chairman, National 
Fallen Firefighters Foundation; R. David 
Paulison, U.S. Fire Administrator, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency; Daniel A. 
Nigro, chief, Fire Department of New York 
City; Ed Plaugher, chief, Arlington County 
Fire Department, Arlington, VA; and Terry 
Shaffer, chief, Shanksville Volunteer Fire 
Department, Shanksville, PA. H.R. 3379, to 
designate the Raymond M. Downey Post Of-
fice Building, approved April 18, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–167. 

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters in Beltsville, Maryland 
April 19, 2002 

Death of Canadian Troops in Afghanistan 

The President. I want to say publicly 
what I told Jean Chretien the other day, 
that how sorry I am that Canadian soldiers 
lost their lives in Afghanistan. It was a ter-
rible accident, and parents and loved ones 
of the soldiers have my most heartfelt sym-
pathy. And I wish we could bring them 
back, but we can’t. 

I appreciate so very much our sacrifices 
that the Canadians are making in the war 
against terror. And again, sorry this acci-
dent took place. 

Q. Sir, should there have been better 
communication between the—— 

The President. We’ll find out. We’ll find 
out what took place. It’s just a terrible acci-
dent. 
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